
DECT World 2026
Update from the Regulatory Working Group 
(RWG)

Martin Brock & Vaughan John

mbrock@dect.org or brockm@shure.com
vaughan.john@sennheiser.com

4th November 2026

mailto:mbrock@dect.org
mailto:brockm@shure.com
mailto:vaughan.john@sennheiser.com


• Expanding spectrum opportunities for DECT. 

• Protecting DECT’s existing spectrum access.

• The “legwork” of consultation responses and ongoing 
regulatory engagement.

• Improving authorisation information for DECT Forum 
membership. 

‘To address all regulatory issues pertaining to 
the use and protection of DECT spectrum 
worldwide.’
- DECT Forum RWG’s Terms of Reference



Expanding spectrum opportunities for DECT
• The Electronic Communications Committee 

(ECC) comprises 46 European countries.
• Plays active role internationally, preparing 

common European proposals to represent 
European interests in the ITU.

• ECC updated its ERC Recommendation 70-
03 to allow for the use of DECT in the 1910-
1920 MHz band. 

https://efis.cept.org/sitecontent.jsp?sitecontent=srd_regulations
https://efis.cept.org/sitecontent.jsp?sitecontent=srd_regulations
https://efis.cept.org/sitecontent.jsp?sitecontent=srd_regulations


• ECC Decision (24)01‘Harmonised technical conditions for 
the shared use of the 3800-4200 MHz frequency band by 
low/medium power terrestrial wireless broadband systems 
(WBB LMP) providing local-area network connectivity’ 
included DECT-2020 NR as a candidate technology for the 
band.

• Work was completed within ECC’s FM60 project team (Work 
Item FM60_02). 

• The outcome, published 9th October, was ECC 
Recommendation (26)03.

Now legally underpinned in the EU by…

• Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2025/2425 of 2nd 
December 2025. ‘Harmonisation of the 3 800-4 200 MHz 
frequency band for the shared use by terrestrial wireless 
broadband systems capable of providing local-area network 
connectivity in the Union’.

Expanding spectrum access for DECT-2020 NR

https://docdb.cept.org/download/4626
https://docdb.cept.org/download/4626
https://docdb.cept.org/document/28681
https://docdb.cept.org/document/28681
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec_impl/2025/2425/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec_impl/2025/2425/oj/eng


• ‘By 30 September 2026, Member States shall designate and make 
available* on a non-exclusive basis the 3 800-4 200 MHz frequency band 
for WBB LMP systems in compliance with the harmonised technical 
conditions set out in the Annex.’ - Article 3

• ‘Member States shall report to the Commission on the implementation of 
this Decision by 31 December 2026.’ - Article 6

• Deployment on the basis of technology neutrality (Recital 1).

• DECT-2020 NR expressly captured within definition of WBB LMP and 
named in Recital 11.

• RWG’s work will extend to monitoring national implementations.

Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 
2025/2425

*‘Designating and making available’ is not merely inserting a new entry into a frequency allocation table. In the 
context of the Decision it means, (i) adapting the national legal framework on frequency allocation to include 
the intended use of the band (ii) the initiation of all necessary measures to ensure coexistence with existing 
use in this band; and (iii) the initiation of the appropriate measures, supported by the launch of a stakeholder 
consultation process where appropriate. (Recital 19)



ITU-R WRC-27 Agenda Item 1.12

• World Radiocommunication Conferences (WRCs) are held every four 
years to review and revise the Radio Regulations, which have 
international treaty status

• WRC-27 (18 Oct – 12 Nov 2027) has several Agenda Items on 
additional spectrum allocations for the mobile satellite services 
(MSS), both Space-to-Earth and Earth-to-space transmissions. 

• Agenda item 1.12 includes the spectrum band 1880-1920 MHz – a 
critical band for DECT across the globe:

“to consider, based on the results of studies, possible allocations to the 
mobile-satellite service and possible regulatory actions in the frequency 
bands 1 427-1 432 MHz (space-to-Earth), 1 645.5-1 646.5 MHz (space-to-
Earth) (Earth-to-space), 1 880-1 920 MHz (space-to-Earth) (Earth-to-
space) and 2 010-2 025 MHz (space-to-Earth) (Earth-to-space) required 
for the future development of low-data-rate non-geostationary 
mobile-satellite systems, in accordance with Resolution 252 (WRC-23);”

https://www.itu.int/hub/publication/r-reg-rr-2024/


Agenda Item 1.12 – preparations at ITU-R

• Working Party 4C is responsible for the Conference Preparatory 
Report

• Work concluded on the draft CPM* text in October 2026. Three 
‘methods’ are proposed:
• No change to the Radio Regulations (i.e. everything stays as it is today)
• Primary allocation to MSS
• Secondary allocation to MSS

• To protect DECT from satellite transmissions an aggregate pfd limit 
of
-116 dB(W/m2 ∙ MHz)) is proposed (based on DECT Forum studies)

• To protect DECT from Earth-based transmissions, MSS user 
terminals within [25 km] of the border must be coordinated with 
neighbouring countries

* Conference Preparatory Meeting



Agenda Item 1.12 – preparations at CEPT/ECC

• CPG Protect Team C is developing the CEPT brief and European 
Common Proposal

• DECT Forum has contributed to the draft CEPT Brief:
• ERC Decision (94)03: DECT shall have priority over other radio systems 

in the band and be protected in the designated band
• Council Directive 91/287/EEC: requires [EU] Member States to designate 

the band for DECT and provides that DECT shall have priority over other 
services in the same band and be protected in the designated band

• Next PTC meeting: 1-5 February 2027, Vitoria, Spain



Agenda Item 1.12 – preparations by the European 
Commission

• EC will develop a proposal for a Council of the European Decision on 
WRC-27

• DECT Forum responded to the EC’s Call for Evidence on WRC-27, 
setting out the importance of DECT across the Union, and calling for 
the Union to oppose an allocation for MSS (i.e. the ‘no change’ 
position)

• A Council Decision is binding on EU Member States

“The DECT Forum believes that the regulatory framework established by Council Directive 
91/287/EEC is one of the European Union's most successful examples of spectrum 
harmonisation in practice. It demonstrates how a clear, predictable and coordinated spectrum 
policy can enable a European-developed technology to flourish, support thousands of skilled 
jobs, sustain a diverse ecosystem of innovative SMEs, and achieve global market success. The 
EU position for WRC-27 should build upon this achievement by ensuring that the regulatory 
conditions that enabled DECT to thrive remain fully protected for the future.”

 



Consultation responses and regulatory 
engagement 



Work to be done, and call for input on DECT World Map – 
technical regulations

Frequency bands
Output power
Licensing requirements
Permitted applications
Known restrictions
Approvals
Regulator - name, link, contact persons
Underlying decisions (from the regulator)
Approved DECT trademarks and logos
Relevant links

INDIA - TECHNICAL REGULATIONS



How can the DECT industry help?
• Don’t assume that DECT’s access to spectrum is guaranteed in 

perpetuity. 

• Protecting and expanding access to spectrum requires constant 
vigilance and a collective contribution by the DECT industry. 

• Get involved! Make representations to your national regulator and 
government. Educating policymakers about DECT’s success, use 
cases and contribution is hugely beneficial to DECT’s continued access 
to spectrum. 


